
	  

 

BERNIE TOON 
BERNIE TOON is a 33-year Washington veteran, having held senior positions 
in the executive branch, both houses of the United States Congress, and the 
private sector.  

Prior to joining The Group, Bernie was a Principal Vice President of Bechtel 
Corporation – one of the world’s largest global engineering and construction 
companies. As manager of the firm’s Washington, DC office, he headed 
federal government relations for the company and left his mark on landmark 
projects at the Department of Energy, Los Alamos and Livermore National 
Laboratories, and Washington, D.C.’s metro transit system. He was also 
involved in the company’s marketing strategies on nuclear power, renewable 
energy and other global projects in the transportation and energy sectors.  

Toon’s extensive experience on Capitol Hill includes serving as Chief of Staff to 
U.S. Senators Joe Biden (D-DE), Bill Bradley (D-NJ), Byron Dorgan (D-ND), 
and Jeff Bingaman (D-NM). In that role, he advised each senator on policy 
and political matters, managed policy and press staffs of 70-plus people in 
Washington, D.C. and home state offices, and oversaw their political action 
committees. He also has managed political campaigns for governor, the U.S. 
Senate, and the U.S. House of Representatives, and assisted with VIP security 
and communications activities at the Democratic Party national convention in 
2000.  

Also included in Toon’s service on Capitol Hill was a stint as a Senior 
Professional Staff Member with the U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations where he was responsible for international energy security issues, 
terrorism and counterterrorism, nuclear non- proliferation, and special 
communications projects. In that capacity, he reported directly to the Ranking 
Minority Member of the Committee, U.S. Senator Richard Lugar (R-IN). 
Toon also obtained valuable state‐level experience when he managed Gov. 
Joe Kernan’s (D-IN) gubernatorial election race in 2004 and assisted then-Lt. 



	  

Gov. Kernan’s transition to the governor’s office after the unexpected death of 
Indiana Gov. Frank O’Bannon in November 2003.  

Bernie also served as U.S. Rep. Tim Roemer’s (D-IN) Chief of Staff in the early 
1990s, managing his successful reelection campaigns in 1992 and 1994 
(Roemer went on to serve as the U.S. Ambassador to India in the Obama 
Administration). Bernie’s service in the House of Representatives also included 
a stint as a Professional Staff Member with the House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence under the Chairmanship of Rep. Lee Hamilton (D-
IN), and he also served as a Legislative Assistant for Military Affairs and senior 
staffer to the Senate Armed Services Committee for former U.S. Sen. Dan 
Quayle (R-IN).  

Bernie’s Washington career began as a Presidential Management Fellow in the 
Office of the Secretary of Defense, and he went on to serve four years in the 
Secretary’s office, including a tour as Deputy Speechwriter for Secretary of 
Defense Caspar Weinberger during The Reagan Administration. He also has 
previously represented county and city governments, Women’s World Cup 
Soccer, and economic developers in the former Soviet state of Georgia. 


