
DEAN RICE
 Dean Rice joined The Ingram Group in 2018 after eight years as chief of staff to former Knox 
County Mayor Tim Burchett. During this time Dean earned a reputation as a problem solver and someone 
who could work closely with the Mayor and staff to successfully implement the Mayor’s priorities.

 Prior to his time with the Mayor, Dean spent more than 15 years navigating between political 
campaigns, federal service and private consulting.  He began his career working for the late United States 
Senator Fred Thompson where he focused on energy, science and technology issues.  He later served as 
senior legislative assistant to Congressman John J. Duncan, Jr. where he expanded his focus into national 
defense and homeland security related policies. 

 Throughout his time as a Congressional staffer, Dean worked closely with the DOE, ORNL and 
Y-12. He also worked with the EPA in gaining approval for the reuse of several facilities at the former K-25 
Uranium enrichment plant. 

 Over the years, Dean built key relationships with both the federal contracting community and the 
civic leadership in East Tennessee. 

 He has traveled to over 20 countries including a 2015 trip to the Syrian-Jordanian border where he 
interviewed Syrian refugees regarding their experiences in the Syrian civil war. 

 Dean has authored, and co-authored published articles related to global security, domestic politics 
and political discourse in several academic journals and mass media outlets. He also continues to write 
guest opinion pieces for the Knoxville News Sentinel.

 In addition to his primary professional roles, Dean serves as an adjunct faculty member in the 
University of Tennessee’s College of Communication and Information Science where he developed and has 
taught a course examining political communication and persuasion. He is also a Global Security Fellow 
with the University’s Institute for Nuclear Security. His focus is on global security, democratic development 
and sustainability in transitional societies, including post-Soviet countries and the Middle East. 

 In 2013, Dean was named CCI Communications Studies Alumni of the Year and he has served as a 
member of the Chancellor’s Associates, the Board of Visitors for the College of Arts and Sciences and as 
past-chair of the Board of Visitors for the College of Communication and Information.  

 As a Knoxville native, Dean has served in leadership roles on several non-profit boards in the 
Knoxville area and is currently a member of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemorative Commission.  He 
is a 2010 graduate of Leadership Knoxville.

 Dean lives in Knoxville with his wife, Dr. Natalie M. Rice and his twin daughters, Sarah and Rachel. 


